[image: image1.jpg]s
Liberal




Reality Check

Date:     September 8, 2008 

Conservative Ministers lie about GST and child care cheques

ISSUE:

· Secretary of State for Multiculturalism Jason Kenney and Transport Minister Lawrence Cannon today lied to Canadians by claiming Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion is in favour of “raising the GST and taking away the family child care allowance.” 

REALITY:

· Mr. Kenney and Mr. Cannon are lying and they know it. 

· It is clearly a matter of public record that Stéphane Dion has committed that he will not raise the GST or eliminate the child care benefit and yet these members of Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s cabinet persist on repeating baseless fabrications.  

GST

· Mr. Dion has criticized Mr. Harper’s decision to lower the GST as an inefficient tax cut, but he has never said he will raise the GST. 

· Liberals have no plans to raise the GST. Period. 

Universal Child Care Benefit

· While Mr. Dion has criticized Mr. Harper for cancelling billions in child care funding agreements with the provinces and breaking his promise to create child care spaces, the Liberal leader has never committed to ending or reducing the Universal Child Care Benefit.  Period. 

· Liberals will maintain this benefit and will augment it with real support to create quality child care spaces. 

· Canadians should ask themselves how Mr. Kenney’s and Mr. Cannon’s outright lies correspond to Mr. Harper’s commitment yesterday, when he said: “I don't see any reason to go personal and nasty against the other leaders. I have good relations with most of the other leaders, and I respect all of them.”

